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»Hiša živečih« v Rožni Dolini 
Judovsko pokopališče med Gorico in Novo Gorico*

IZVLEČEK
Prispevek prinaša zgodovinski pregled vzpostavitve in načina pokopavanja na judovskem pokopališču v Rožni 

Dolini pri Novi Gorici, ki velja za največje tovrstno pokopališče na Slovenskem. Do septembra 1947 je skupaj s si­
nagogo v Gorici (Italija) tvorilo zaključeno celoto. Vzpostavila ga je nekdanja goriška judovska skupnost, ki pa je leta 
1969 prenehala obstajati. Danes omenjeno pokopališče, skupaj z nekdanjo judovsko mrliško vežico, ni več v uporabi. 
Kljub temu je odličen primerek ohranjene judovske kulturne dediščine, ki pa še čaka na ustrezno ovrednotenje.
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ABSTRACT
»HOUSE OF THE LIVING« IN ROŽNA DOLINA. 

JEWISH CEMETERY BETWEEN GORIZIA AND NOVA GORICA
The contribution offers a historical overview of establishing and maintaining burial practices at the Jewish ceme­

tery in Rožna Dolina near Nova Gorica, which is the largest cemetery of its kind in Slovenia. Until September 1947, 
the Jewish cemetery formed a whole together with the synagogue in Gorizia (Italy), established by the former Jewish 
community of Gorizia, which ceased to exist in 1969. Even though the said cemetery, as well as the Jewish funeral 
parlour, is no longer in use today, it continues to serve as a splendid example of the preserved Jewish cultural heritage, 
which is yet to be properly appraised.
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S U M M A R Y

»House of the living« in Rožna Dolina. Je-
wish cemetery between Gorizia and Nova 
Gorica

Throughout its existence, the historical province 
of Gorizia was enriched by influences from differ-
ent cultures, including the Jewish one. For this rea-
son, Gorizia was sometimes also known as Jerusalem 
upon Soča (Ital. Gerusalemme sull’Isonzo). Jews 
were probably present in the city at the time of its 
establishment, and their first written mention dates 

to 1288. The local Jewish community stood out more 
due its impact on the everyday life in the city than 
due to their numerical presence. Today, the Jewish 
community no longer exists in Gorizia. In 1969, the 
numerically weak local Jewish community united 
with that of Trieste. The memory of what was once 
an important part of Gorizian community is kept 
alive by the Jewish cemetery in Rožna Dolina near 
Gorizia, the final resting place of over nine hundred 
Jews, with the oldest tombstone dating to the four-
teenth century.

The Jewish cemetery in Rožna Dolina not only 
stands as a unique monument to the Jewish cultur-
al heritage in Slovenia, but it is the biggest Jewish 
cemetery in the state and one among the best pre-
served in Central Europe. Apart from the synagogue 
in Gorizia (Italy) from the mid-eighteenth century, 
it is the only remnant of immovable cultural heritage 
that once belonged to the rounded-out Jewish com-
munity in Gorizia, which is now divided between 
two countries. 

Burying the dead has a special place in the Juda-
ism (Talmud). The burial is to take place within one 
day after death or at least as soon as possible, since 
according to the Jewish belief, the soul cannot find 
peace until the deceased’s body is buried. Burial is 
one of the most important rituals in Judaism and also 
customarily associated with ritual impurity, caused 
by the contact with the deceased’s body. A special 
Jewish funeral service, which is usually composed of 
volunteers, cleanses the deceased’s body before the 
funeral and makes all the necessary preparations for 
the burial. 

The sanctity of the burial grounds is, among oth-
ers, also attested by events that took place during 
the Battles of the Isonzo. After the fall of Gorizia 
and the Isonzo Front shifted eastwards, the city had 
found itself in the front line by the autumn of 1916. 
Military maps of the time show that the Austro-
Hungarian units held their assault positions in the 
eastern part of the Jewish cemetery and the Italian 
units in the western part, both sides making every 
effort to respect the sanctity of the Jewish burial 
grounds, but nevertheless destroying the Jewish fu-
neral parlour during the exchange of fire. After the 
First World War, Jews in Gorizia restored the facility 
and reopened it in 1929. The funeral parlour then 
remained in use until 1947, when the newly demar-
cated border between Yugoslavia and Italy cut the 
cemetery off from the seat of the Jewish community 
in Gorizia. The Holocaust, however, had an especially 
disastrous effect on the Jewish population in Gorizia, 
with the majority of those who persisted in the city 
during the war, being driven to Nazi camps. Thence-
forth, the few Jewish inhabitants of Gorizia bury 
their deceased in the Jewish cemetery at Gradišče ob 
Soči (Gradisca d’Isonzo).
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