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Ribniska stevilka Kronike — drugi¢

Kdor zZeli raziskovati bogato zgodovino Ribni-
ce, zagotovo najprej vzame v roke monumentalno
delo ribniskega Zupnika in dekana Antona Skubica
Zgodovina Ribnice in ribniske pokrajine. Skubicevo
delo, ki kljub nekaterim napakam Se danes velja za
enega od temeljev poznavanja ribniske zgodovine, je
lu¢ sveta ugledalo v Argentini ve¢ kot trideset let po
njegovi smrti (1976). Sest let pozneje (1982) je izsla
tudi Stevilka Kronike, ki je bila z 12 prispevki v celo-
ti posveena Ribnici. V desetletjih, ki so minila od
takrat, se je o Ribnici odkrilo marsikaj novega, zato
smo se tudi na pobudo Muzeja Ribnica odlodili, da
temu dolenjskemu kraju posvetimo e eno Stevilko.
Da je bila nasa odlocitev pravilna, kaze tudi obseg
nove §tevilke, saj je v njej zbranih kar 19 prispevkov
20 avtorjev.

Med prispevki si posebno pozornost zasluZijo
objave virov, ki med drugim razkrivajo dojemanje
pricevalcev in njihove izku$nje z Ribnico in njenimi
prebivalci. Eden taksnih virov je porodilo ribniske-
ga arhidiakona Vaccana, ki je v 30. letih 17. stoletja
zgrozen opazoval »barbarstvo« Ribni¢anov in moral-
no razpuscenost njihovih duhovnih pastirjev. A tudi
slabih dvesto let pozneje so tamkaj$nji duhovniki v
svojih opisih nasli le malo lepih besed za svoje ribni-
ske »ovéice«. Tretji vir je Zupnijska Kronika s konca
19. in zacetka 20. stoletja, ki je bolj nevtralna, ceprav
se pisci (ribniski Zupniki) niso povsem odpovedali
komentiranju in so svoje (pogosto pikro) mnenje o
Ribnicanih radi podali med vrsticami.

A zelo verjetno se Ribnicani v preteklosti niso kaj
dosti razlikovali od drugih Slovencev. So pa nedvom-
no sloveli po suhi robi in kro$njarstvu (ki je imelo v
19. in 20. stoletju status obrti), pa tudi po svoji od-
rezavosti in pojo¢i govorici, ki je njihovo prepoznav-
nost ponesla po celem svetu. Kaksen je bil tipi¢ni
»Ribni¢an Urban« v zacetku 19. stoletja, razkrivata
dva seznama potnih listov, ki ju je izdalo gospostvo
Ribnica. Tudi sicer je Ribnica znana po bogati etno-
logki dedis€ini, ki jo tokrat razkriva obseZen ¢lanek,
etnoloske predstavitve pa so delezni tudi prebivalci
Poljan pri Ortneku.

V preteklosti so Ribnico pestile Stevilne tezave,
zlasti so ljudi vznemirjali roparski napadi. Leta 1778
je izbruhnil obsezen pozar, ki je unicil vec¢ino kraja.
A Kljub temu si je Ribnica kmalu opomogla, tako da
so jo Ze nekaj desetletij kasneje razglasali celo za naj-
lepsi trg na Kranjskem.

Ribnica se je v zgodovinske anale zapisala tudi
zaradi znamenitega Carovniskega procesa v zacetku
18. stoletja. Ta je dolgo veljal za edini carovniski pro-

ces na Kranjskem z ohranjenim podrobnim zapisni-
kom, njegova Zrtev Marina Cesarek pa za zadnjo na
grmadi sezgano Carovnico na Slovenskem. Ceprav
danasnje raziskave kazejo, da to ni povsem to¢no, pa
se Ribnice §e dandanes drzi »¢arovniski« sloves.

Med pomembnimi in vidnimi posamezniki sta
tokrat izpostavljena dva, ki pravzaprav nista rojena
Ribnicana, a sta v tem kraju pustila neizbrisno sled.
To sta ribniski Zupnik Ignacij Holzapfel iz prve po-
lovice 19. stoletja, ki je s svojo dejavnostjo spreme-
nil podobo kraja, poskrbel za zidavo nove ribniske
cerkve (ki jo krasijo zanimive poslikave slovenskih
umetnikov) in pozneje z velikodusno donacijo omo-
gocil ustanovitev ustanovil gluhonemnice v Ljublja-
ni. Druga je ve¢ kot stoletje mlajsa Vesna Lavri¢, uci-
teljica prirodopisa v ribniski osnovni $oli, ki je bila
gonilna sila ribniskega druzabnega Zivljenja, ¢lanica
Stevilnih tamkajsnjih drustev in ena od pobudnic da-
nes tradicionalne in prepoznavne prireditve Ribnigki
semenj suhe robe in loncarstva.

Seveda pa v ribniski stevilki Kronike najdemo $e
ve¢ posameznikov oziroma rodbin, ki so zaznamovali
kraj in njegovo zgodovino. Iz srednjega veka je treba
nedvomno omeniti celjske grofe, ki so v 30. in 50.
letih 15. stoletja poskrbeli za nastanek dveh fevdnih
knjig, v katerih najdemo veliko vazalov in fevdov iz
ribniskega obmodja. Iz 20. stoletja pa je najvec¢ pozor-
nosti namenjeno predvojnemu ribniskemu grascéaku
Antonu Rudezu, ki se je pred smrtjo zapletel v sodni
spor, ker ni hotel ve¢ poravnati svojih patronskih ob-
veznosti do Zupnijske cerkve v Sodrazici.

Ko govorimo o ribnigkih gras¢akih, ne moremo
mimo grajskih stavb. Na obmodju danasnje obcine
Ribnica jih je stalo kar nekaj, vendar prakti¢no nobe-
na ni prezivela do danasnjega ¢asa. Grad v Ribnici je
bil mo¢no poskodovan med drugo svetovno vojno in
po njej, njegova tragi¢na povojna usoda pa je vzorcen
primer splo$nega negativnega slovenskega odnosa do
grajske dedis¢ine. V neposredni blizini Ribnice so Se
vidni ostanki gradu Breg, ki je bil eden zanimivejsih
grajskih kompleksov, a je bil opuscen Ze pred stoletji.
Oba gradova sta izérpno predstavljena z arhitektur-
no-zgodovinskega vidika, medtem ko je srednjeveski
Ortnek tokrat v ospredju zaradi neko¢ bogate, danes
pa povsem unicene grajske cerkve.

Cas med drugo svetovno vojno je opisan v pri-
spevku o bitki pri Jelenovem Zlebu med partizansko
in italijansko vojsko marca 1943. Prispevek primerja
dokumente obeh udelezenih strani in bitko umesti
v kulturo spominjanja. Njegova aktualnost se kaze
zlasti v tem, ker problematizira relativizacijo bitke
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in njenega pomena v zgodovini. Tak$ne obravnave  nje preteklosti kraja in njegove okolice. Kljub temu je
je v zadnjem Casu nasploh delezna polpretekla zgo-  ostalo $e kar precej neraziskanih tem, a te naj ostane-
dovina, znotraj nje pa zlasti druga svetovna vojna in  jo za morebitno tretjo ribnisko Kroniko.
dogodki po njej.

Druga ribniska $tevilka Kronike tako prinasa obi- Miha Preinfalk
lo novih in zanimivih odkritij iz daljne pa tudi bliz- odgovorni urednik Kronike
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Kronika’s special thematic issue: Ribnica — part two

Those who want to explore the rich history of
Ribnica will surely start with the monumental book
Zgodovina Ribnice in ribniske pokrajine (The History
of Ribnica and Its Area), written by Ribnica’s parish
priest and dean Anton Skubic. Still considered a
seminal work on Ribnica’s history despite of certain
errors, the book saw the light of day in Argentina
more than thirty years after Skubic’s death (1976).
Six years later (1982), Kronika published a thematic
issue dedicating all twelve articles to Ribnica. How-
ever, given many new discoveries made during the
following decades, we followed the initiative of the
Ribnica Museum and decided to compile another
thematic issue on this Lower Carniolan town. Its
sheer volume, featuring no fewer than nineteen ar-
ticles by twenty authors, confirms that our decision
was indeed the correct one.

Articles that merit particular attention are the
publications of sources conveying how witnesses
perceived and experienced Ribnica and its popula-
tion. One such source is the report drawn up by Rib-
nica’s Archdeacon Vaccano, who during the 1630s
observed with consternation the “barbarism” of lo-
cal inhabitants and the moral disorderliness of their
spiritual leaders. And even two hundred years or so
later, the local clergy rarely found a good word in
describing their “flock”. The third source is the parish
Chronicle from the end of the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Although this document takes
on a more neutral tone, its authors (Ribnica’s parish
priests) did not entirely refrain from passing remarks
and they tended to convey their (often biting) opi-
nions between the lines.

Nevertheless, it seems safe to assume that the in-
habitants of Ribnica did not differ significantly from
other Slovenes in the past. They distinguished them-
selves for their woodenware and peddling (regarded
as a craft in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries),
but also for their curtness and melodic speech, which
carried their recognisability around the globe. The
traits of a typical “Ribni¢an Urban”in the early nine-
teenth century are revealed by two lists of passports,
issued by the seigniory of Ribnica. Moreover, Rib-
nica boasts a rich ethnological heritage, which is at
the focus of an extensive article here, and one eth-
nological presentation focuses on the inhabitants of
Poljane pri Ortneku.

Ribnica had a tumultuous past, punctuated by
brigand raids. In 1778, a huge fire turned most of
the town into ashes. However, Ribnica quickly re-
covered and was only a few decades later proclaimed

the most beautiful market town in Carniola.

Ribnica also entered historical annals for its infa-
mous witch trial in the early eighteenth century. The
latter was long considered to be the only witch trial
in Carniola with preserved detailed minutes and its
victim Marina CeSarek as the last witch burned at
the stake in Slovenian territory. Although current re-
search finds that this is not entirely accurate, Ribnica
still holds a reputation as a witch town.

As for the most important and notable indivi-
duals, special mention is made of two, who, although
not born in Ribnica, left an indelible mark on the
town. The first one was Ribnica’s parish priest Ig-
nacij Holzapfel from the first half of the nineteenth
century. He changed the town’s appearance with his
activity, saw to the construction of a new church in
Ribnica (decorated by interesting paintings of Slove-
nian artists) and subsequently ensured the establish-
ment of the deaf-mute institute in Ljubljana with a
generous donation. The second one was more than
one hundred years younger Vesna Lavri¢, a natural
science teacher at the primary school of Ribnica, the
driver of the local social life, a member of numerous
local societies, and an initiator of what is today the
traditional and recognisable Ribnica’s woodenware
and pottery fair.

In the current Kronika's thematic issue on Rib-
nica, one will, of course, find other individuals and
families that marked the town and its history. Fea-
turing most prominently in the Middle Ages were
undoubtedly the Counts of Cilli for their compila-
tion of two fief books listing a considerable num-
ber of vassals and fiefs from the Ribnica area in the
1430s and 1450s. As for the twentieth century, most
attention is devoted to the pre-war lord of the Rib-
nica manor, Anton Rudez, who in the last years of
his life became embroiled in a legal dispute over his
claim to be freed of patronage obligations towards
the parish church in Sodrazica.

Speaking about the lords of Ribnica’s manor, con-
sideration should also be given to the castle build-
ings. Although there were quite a number of them
in the area of present-day municipality of Ribnica,
almost none has been preserved to date. The castle
in Ribnica suftered devastating damage during and
after the Second World War and its tragic post-war
fate is an illustrative example of the prevailing nega-
tive attitude towards castle heritage in Slovenia. In
close vicinity of Ribnica, there are the still visible
remnants of the Castle Breg, a very interesting castle
complex that was abandoned centuries ago. The cur-

325



3 KRONIKA

66

KRONIKA'S SPECIAL THEMATIC ISSUE: RIBNICA — PART TWO

rent issue of Kronika provides a detailed presentation
of both castles in terms of their architectural and his-
torical significance, while the article on the medieval
Ortnek Castle focuses on its once rich castle church
now lying in ruins.

The time during the Second World War is _de-
scribed in the article on the Battle at Jelenov Zleb
between the Partisan troops and the Italian Army
in March 1943. The article draws a comparison be-
tween the documents of both belligerent sides and
factors the battle into the culture of remembering.
The current relevance of the article is reflected above
all in it addressing the relativization of the battle and
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its historical significance. Recent history — particu-
larly the Second World War and its aftermath — have
of late been subject to similar discussions.

The second thematic issue of Kronika on Ribnica
brings many new interesting findings from the dis-
tant as well as recent past of the town and its sur-
roundings. Nevertheless, there are still plenty of un-
explored themes left to be featured in the possible
third Kronika issue dedicated to Ribnica.

Miha Preinfalk
Managing Editor of Kronika
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